Espaňol: 6th Grade Spanish

Maestra Leslie LaZar

leslie.lazar@bosqueschool.org; lazarspanish.weebly.com
507-6648 (cell)

Course Syllabus

¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español!

Welcome to 6th Grade Spanish. I am Maestra LaZar and I look forward to a fun and challenging year. I learned Spanish through my travels in Latin America and while living and teaching in Mexico and Honduras for nearly four years. I have always been an experiential learner. In this first-year Spanish class, I hope to inspire you to study, learn, travel and experience Spain or Latin America. 

I believe that language and language learning is about communication. This year we will create as many authentic language experiences as possible.  Becoming a risk-taker both in the classroom and out will help you to develop your language skills more quickly. It is essential that our classroom be a positive and encouraging place to experiment and test out new language skills, structures and vocabulary. The end goal will always be to communicate effectively in Spanish while abroad or right here in New Mexico with our bilingual or Spanish speaking population.

The benefits of bilingualism: Speaking Spanish offers numerous employment, business, personal and educational opportunities for your future.  Travel, study abroad programs, community service-based organizations (such as American Field Service, Amigos de las Américas, Project Smile, the Peace Corps) offer the ultimate opportunity for experiential learning and personal growth.

Research has also proven that the cognitive flexibility of speakers of two languages is higher than that of their monolingual counterparts.  Bilingual and biliterate high school students outperform monolingual students on standardized tests. Studies have shown that with only four years of study in a second language, math and English SAT scores increase.

Attendance:

Daily participation is essential for language learning. Absences should be kept to a minimum.  If a student is absent, it is his or her responsibility to find out the information and assignments that were missed. Please notify your advisor and the front office of each absence. A student should always check Google Classroom (calendar and notifications) for new assignments. Each  student also has the number and email address of several classmates in their section for help with missed information.   
Assessment:
Students will be graded on specific learning goals using the rubric below. Student responsibilities are separate from academic learning goals and fall into the categories of homework, organization, grit and participation. This form of grading gives teachers, students, and parents more information about students’ understanding of specific concepts and skills. It also encourages students to improve in specific areas. Students will be given multiple opportunities to demonstrate what they know, and are expected to re-do assignments when scoring a 2 or lower. Most students who do not meet the learning goal or level 3 simply need more practice!
	
	

	3
	Meeting the learning goal
	You’ve got this! You know this material or can perform this skill consistently and independently.

	2
	Progressing toward the learning goal 
	You need more practice at this skill, or there are some gaps in your understanding.

	1
	Little or no progress toward the learning goal 
	You’re just beginning to understand this material or be able to perform this skill.  


In all of the above areas, I will assess the students’ oral and written  skills. They will have oral and written components to homework assignments, quizzes, participation, and projects.  
Homework: If a student does not finish classwork, he/she will need to finish it outside of class in Homework Café or as homework for the following class. Additionally, students will complete a minimum of sessions of online practice on Duolingo.com each week. The cycle is from Monday through Sunday night.  Students will earn a weekly homework score of 3 for completing four new lessons, 2 for completing two or three new lessons and a 1 for completing one or no new lessons. Students that complete 6 or more new lessons will earn a 3.5 or 3+. Homework is designed to give students the necessary practice to master a language structure or vocabulary. Different students require different amounts of practice in order to develop mastery. Short but frequent practice sessions are the key to mastery. 
Course Content: The focus of 6th grade Spanish is foundation building. When possible, thematic units will integrate cross-curricular content knowledge, vocabulary and grammatical structures in order to build on prior knowledge and make learning more meaningful. Cross –curricular units will include Civil Rights and a Sixth Grade Mastery Project. Additionally,Total Physical Response Storytelling (TPRS) will help students to develop vocabulary, oral, and written fluency through the use of movements and skits.
Throughout the year, we will be focusing on the following grammatical structures: 
Subject pronouns
Ser v estar
Gustar + infinitive
Noun-adjective agreement

Possession
Regular –ar, -er. and - ir verbs
Stem changing verbs

Adjectives
Irregular present tense verbs

In addition to these structures above, students will be working to:


*        master the list of 100 high frequency words

*
improve their abilities to speak, read, write and comprehend Spanish;


*
increase their appreciation for other languages and cultures;


*
increase their knowledge and understanding of how languages work;


*
incorporate Spanish into their daily lives; and,


*
develop cross-cultural competence

This is going to be an amazing year! Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.




Spanish School Supply List
· Bookmark on-line resource: spanishdict.com
· 1 package of lined paper (wide- or college-ruled)

· 3-ring binder (1 inch): The floppy, plastic binders last longer than binders that are plastic-covered cardboard.  

· Five dividers: Label your dividers: Proyectos (projects), G y V (grammar and vocab), TPRS, Despiértate (wake up), and Trabajo Corregido (graded work).

· box (10-12) standard #2 pencils
· Guía de Recursos: This resource guide will be used in 6th, 7th and 8th grade. Please hang on to the copy given to you by Maestra for all of your middle school years. 
